
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “With Jesus” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “ALIVE in the Kingdom: Perfection,” is number 28 the series.  You will find the 
order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.      Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.      Sunday School
11:00 a.m.      ContemporaryWorship
12:00 Noon    Aldersgate 101
             No Evening Activities 

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Spring Break March 9-13

Tuesday:
   6:30 p.m.     Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday:
   7:00 p.m.     Chancel Choir

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

Children’s Ministry: Easter is around the corner!

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

   Easter falls on April 5th this year, and we will be having 
our annual garden planting day, Easter egg hunt and picnic 
on the Saturday before. 
 It’s always a lot of fun for both our church family and our 
neighborhood. We will start planting at the garden at 9:30 
on the 4th and the hunt will begin at 11:30 with the picnic 
to take place as soon as it is over.  
   I am always so grateful for all the help and support from 
our church family to pull everything off and have a great 
day! 
   We will start collecting Easter eggs next Sunday - look for 
baskets in the hall to place your donations.  
  Plastic eggs stuffed with candy are greatly appreciated and a 
wonderful time-saver for us. A sign-up sheet in the coming 
weeks to donate items and help serve at the picnic.
                                                                          — Alayna Brooks  
                                                                          



Youth Ministry: Snowpocalypse

College Ministry: The Breakfast Club 
     Over the last few months, I have witnessed God at work in our college 
ministry in a number of ways. One way in particular is through the 
Breakfast Club. Every Thursday morning, a group of students gather 
at the Dixie Pig to share a breakfast before they all go their separate 
ways to class, to study, or to work. 
    They enjoy the food, but I think they enjoy even more the opportunity 
to hang out together in the middle of the week. The name of the group 
is a bit misleading, in that the club is not really a “club” at all, but rather 
a group of friends committed to one another and also committed to 
leaving an empty chair at the table. 

   Tomorrow, Monday, March 9th, many of our youth will 
be embarking on our annual Spring Break Youth Ski Trip! 
Thankfully the recent weather here in the Big Country has 
provided us some practice for our wintery conditions in Salida, 
Colorado. Each year we travel hundreds of miles to enjoy God’s 
grand creation and fellowship with each other. Each evening 
we eat dinner and then have worship and devotional time. As 
with each previous year there is a theme for our devotions that 
we tie in to the beauty  of the mountain. This year our theme 
is SNOWPOCALYPSE! By the blood of Jesus we have been 
washed white as snow, and yet many of us walk around as if our 
souls have just participated in a Mud Run! Our hope that by 
the end of the week we may fully understand that accepting in 
our hearts that we have been washed white as snow has a huge 
impact on the way we see our worth and how we treat others.
   Please be in prayer throughout the week as we travel and 
fellowship! Grace and Peace — Daniel Mathis

    Each week at The Oaks they offer an invitation to anyone to join the Breakfast Club on Thursday, and 
throughout the week they offer individual invitations to anyone who may be benefit from the Breakfast Club 
fellowship. You see, these students are learning to share their lives with one another, but not at the expense 
of becoming exclusive. And each week they experience the mystery of encountering God in and through 
their relationships with one another. God desires for these students to journey in their faith together; 
  I am celebrating the reality that they are practicing this hard work together. And in doing so, they are 
encouraging others to join them as well. Grace and Peace! –Kyle Watson (Photo from Carly Payne’s 
Instagram account.)



ALIVE in the Kingdom: Perfection
Matthew 5: 21-26, 43-48

Sermon Notes
Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

“Be Perfect” Jesus 

“I’m really close on this one” Bill Murray

Worldly Perfection vs. Heavenly Perfection

- Is…

- Is…

The Truth about Relationships
- They are…

- They are…

Repentance in Relationships…Staying engaged!

“Our Family and our church family are the two primary arenas that followers of Jesus learn to perfectly 
love a hurting, broken, and evil world.”



You may complete this form and put in offering plate or basket or give to scouts in the hallway.

If you have questions, please call 665-4843 or 280-2897



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                      (3.01.2015)

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $9,798.00 
Received Month-to-Date = $ 9,798.00
Received Year-to-Date = $127,827.62
2015 Faith Promise Pledge =
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $10,056.32

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service=145
1:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service=158

Total Worship Service Attendance = 300                                         
 Sunday school=146

The Oaks =16

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

         Holy Communion                                                                                                                       
                                                    Pastor  Amy              

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday: Matthew: 5: 21-26, 43-48 
Monday: Matthew 5: 27-32   
Tuesday: Matthew 5: 33-37   
Wednesday:  Matthew 5: 38-42          
Thursday: Luke 6: 27-36                                    
Friday:  James 2: 1-1-13
Saturday:  1 Thessalonians 4: 1-12   
                   Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:  2 Kings 1-4   
Monday:  2 Kings 5-8    
Tuesday:  2 Kings 9-11  
Wednesday: 2 Kings 12-13  
  2 Chronicles 24 
Thursday:  2 Kings 14  
  2 Chronicles 25 
Friday:   Jonah 1-4                 
Saturday:  2 Kings 15
  2 Chronicles 26  
    
             How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon related 
passages and a list of passages that will 
take you through the Bible in a year. Please 
consider reading both each day as we 
continue in our ALIVE sermon series.  

Celebration of Discipline, 
The Path To Spiritual 
Growth, by Richard J. 
Foster is the next book 
that we are inviting you 
to read as we begin the 
new year.  If you would 
like a copy, please call 
the church office at 672-7893, or indicate 
on the welcome card and we will order a 
copy for you. The price is $15.00. Grace 
and Peace!
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

   Her smile broadened as her mother carried 
her toward me. She opened her hand to grasp 
the bread. With eyes wide, she dipped the 
bread into the cup as far as she could without 
sticking her fingers in the juice. Then she 

tilted her head back, brought the dripping bread to her mouth and 
savored it as juice ran down her neck and onto her dress.
I was in awe last week to witness this beautiful child receive God’s 
grace as a delicious gift, something to relish, something in which to 
take delight.
  The sacrament of Holy Communion is messy, literally and 
figuratively. The bread flakes and crumbles. Sometimes it falls to 
the ground. The juice drips. You have to get pretty close to someone 
you may not know well to receive it. Some of us are worried about 
germs, even. (Note: Studies show that people who participate in Holy 
Communion are no more likely to catch a cold or the flu than people 
who don’t.) You can rest assured, your pastors wash their hands. 
Even so, the physical aspects of communion are messy.
   So it is with the spiritual aspects. Holy Communion signifies the 
body and blood of Jesus, given for us as a gift of grace, filling us with 
the love of God and unifying us in sharing that love in the world. 
It’s a remembrance of Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples, and it is 
more than a remembrance. It is a participation in the grace of God in 
which Christ is mysteriously present.
   John Wesley, one of the founders of the Methodist movement, 
called it a holy mystery, and he urged that everyone participate in 
communion as often as possible. There’s no rule against receiving 
the elements once a week, once and day or even several times a day. 
The often-observed Methodist tradition of monthly communion is a 
historical one, not a theological one.
    And all are welcome, at any age, to participate. The way it has 
been stated in United Methodist theology today is, “All who 
respond in faith to the invitation are to be welcomed.” In other 
words, by receiving the elements, we are responding in faith to the 
truth that God is working in us and through the sacrament of Holy 
Communion, growing us into Christlikeness.
    And, yes, it’s messy. My prayer is that like my young friend last 
week, we will in embrace the messiness, as God’s grace washes over 
us.


